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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose 
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety 
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes. 

 
Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of 
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air 
Navigation Act 1920. 
 
Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those 
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety 
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any 
civil or criminal proceedings. 
 
NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed 
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au. 

http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198901538 Occurrence Type: Accident 
Location: 5 km SW of Diggers Rest VIC 
Date: 2 March 1989 Time: 805 
Highest Injury Level: Serious  
Injuries:   

 Fatal Serious Minor None 
Crew 0 1 0 0 
Ground 0 0 0 - 
Passenger 0 1 1 0 
Total 0 2 1 0 

 
Aircraft Details: Bell 206L   
Registration: VH-LIN   
Serial Number: 45124   
Operation Type: Aerial Work   
Damage Level: Destroyed   

Departure Point: 4 km SW of Diggers Rest 
VIC   

Departure Time: 0755   

Destination: 4 km SW of Diggers Rest 
VIC   

 
Approved for Release: 19th February 1990 

Circumstances: 

The cameraman was filming a car from the right rear side of the helicopter which had the door removed. The car 
was travelling north-west at about 60 km per hour along a quiet country road through very open terrain. The 
helicopter flew at about 30 feet above the ground and about 100 metres from the left rear of the car. During the first 
filming run the pilot noticed a school bus driving north towards a "T" intersection through which the car would pass. 
He decided to avoid flying low over the bus and to remain well clear of a house just beyond the intersection. While 
distracted by the moving bus he veered from the planned flight path and pulled up over a powerline which followed 
the road used by the bus. The top strand of the powerline passed just over the front of the left landing skid, slid back 
to the crosstube and began to drag the helicopter to the ground. While the pilot counteracted the inflight effects of 
being snagged by the powerline, the main rotor severed the tail boom, shortly before the helicopter impacted the 
ground. On impact the fuselage and cabin broke up, the fuel tank split, and the left landing gear separated but there 
was no fire. The pilot was experienced in the filming role and was familiar with the area. A strong, gusty, northerly 
wind caused mechanical turbulence but conditions were suitable for filming. 

Significant Factors: 

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident  

1. The pilot was distracted by a moving school bus.  

2. The pilot was on a filming task involving low level operations.  



4 
Aviation Safety Investigation Report 

198901538 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. The pilot misjudged his altitude and clearance from the wire. 

Reccomendations: 

The cameraman was wearing a sturdy "Parachute Australia" harness anchored to an approved, custom-built, 
airframe bracket. All restraints held but difficulty was experienced releasing the harness catches after the accident. 
The harness undoubtedly saved the cameraman from worse injury. The pilot believes that this harness and 
attachment system surpassed the average standard of similar equipment commonly used. It is recommended that the 
CAA gives consideration to formalizing a standard for crewman harnesses and their attachments to airframes. 


